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Private Investi gator 
William H. Gurvich has 
dropped out of District; 
Attorney Jim Garrison# 
presidential assassination 
plot probe and reportedly 
has told Sen. Robert B# 
Kennedy that there is no j 
substance to the investi- 
gation. 

Gurvich met with Ser\. 
Kennedy, brother of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, who 
was shot to death in Dallas 
Nov. 22, 1963, in Washington 
June 8 to discuss the probe, • 
without Garrison’s knowl- 
edge of the meeting. 

The National Broadcasting 
Co. says it has learned that 
Gurvich told Kennedy that 
there is “no basis in fact 
and no material evidence in 
Garrison’s case for an as- 
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sassination plot.” 

CLAY L. SHAW, 54-year- 
old retired New Orleans busi- 
nessman, is under indictment 
on charges fty. Garrison that 



he participated in a conspir- 
acy to murder the President. 

Garrison this morning said 
he could not comment on 
Gurvich’s statements. 

A high-ranking member of 
Garrison’s staff said today, 
however, that Gurvich “has 
not been part of the Kennedy 
investigation for the last two 
months.” His departure from 
(Turn to Page 8, Column 1) 
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the probe staff had been kept 
secret. 

Although Gurvich has not 
been seen around the DA’s 
office for weeks, he previ- 
ously had been there con- 
stantly and, as chief inves- 
tigator on the probe, had 
been issuing most of the 
statements on the probe. 

THE DA’S STAFF mem- 
ber. who declined to be quot- 
ed by name today, said Gur- 
vich was never part of the 
DA’s regular staff but was 
brought into the assassina- 
tion probe for special pur- 
poses such as photography. 

“I have to point out that 
it would be impossible for 
Mr. Garrison or any of us 
to reply without comment- 
ing on the merits of the 
case. Under the guidelines 
we cannot say whether or 
not we have a strong case 
against Clay Shaw,” the staff 
member said. 

A second report of the meet- 
ing between Gurvich and Sen. 
Kennedy was carried today in 
a copyrighted interview pub- 
lished by Newsday, a Garden 
City, L.'I., newspaper. 

Newsday reported that Gur- 
vich was asked if it were 
true that he told the senator 
the Garrison investigation 
was a “hoax.” Gurvich said J 



in the Interview, “That is ab- 
solutely untrue. I think Mr. 
Garrison believes in what he 
is doing. He is sincere.” 

THE ACCOUNT said Gur- 
vich replied “no comment” 
when asked if he had told 
Kennedy there was no sub- 
stance to the investigation. 
The story said: “Asked why 
he denied sayjng the inves- 
tigation was a hoax but re- 
fused to deny he told Ken- 
nedy there was no substance 
to it, Gurvich said, “There’s 
a difference between a hoax 
and saying there’s nothing to 
it.” 

Newsday said Gurvich de- 
clined to say more about his 
secret talk with Kennedy but 
he indicated to the interview- 
ing reporter that he would not 
keep his silence forever. 

“There’s a time and place 
for everything and now is not 
the time and place,” said 
Gunvich. The newspaper said 
that Sen. Kennedy refused to 
discuss the conversation be- 
tween himself and Gurvich. 

Sen. Kennedy Issued the 
following statement through a 
spokesman: “At Mr. Gur- 
vich’s request I spoke to him 



in Washington recently. I 
have not discussed the sub- 
stance of our conversation and 
I think It would be Inappro- 
priate to do so now.” 
Gurvich, Newsday said, de- 
clined to discuss most of what 
he told Kennedy, but said he 
had gone to the senator to 
“clarify whatever I could out 
of respect for his brother and 
out of respect for him.” 
Gurvich called the office of 
Judge Edward A. Haggerty 
today and talked with both the 



judge and with Lou Gurvich, 
his brother. 

Lou Gurvich said his broth- 
er told reporters in New York 
that he had no comment on 
the Garrison investigation ex- 
cept to say that he had been 
to talk with Sen . Kennedy. 

HIS BROTHER said he got 
into a discussion of semantics 
with New York reporters after 
the word “hoax” came up. 
He said he~made no comment 
to reporters regarding the 
substance of the investigation. 

“I can make no comment on 
the Shaw case because of the 
guide lines of the court,” he 
said. 4, I cannot indulge in 
any comment on the Shaw 
case.” He told his brother he 
would not talk to any local re- 
i porters. 

I In the interview with News- 
I day, Gurvich described his 
meeting with Kennedy. 

“I did most of the talking 
during the first half of the 
| conversation,” Gurvich told 
I Newsday, ‘‘Then he asked 
me questions during the sec- 
ond half. I didn't refuse to • 
answer a single question.” 
He said that Kennedy “put 
aside everything” to hear his 
account. 






WHEN KENNEDY FINAL- 
LY had to leave for the 
Washington airport to catch 
a plane for an engagement 
in New York, Gurvich rode 
in the car with the senator 
so they could continue their 
discussion. 

At the airport, Gurvich 
said, he and Kennedy “went 
to the back of the terminal 
and sat on the edge of a con- 
veyor” where they talked for 
another half hour. 

At the end of the conversa- 
tion, Gurvich said, the sen- 
ator’s wife, Ethel, came over 
and he was introduced to her. 
He said that before boarding 
his plane, Kennedy told him 
he was ‘‘extremely grateful 
for me coming to see him.” 

Although Gurvich did not 
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Probe, 

give full details of his con- 
versation with Kennedy, he 
was free iib what he had to 
say about the investigation 
itself and much of what he 
•jtold Newsday clashed with 
claims that have been made 
by Garrison. 

Garrison has said there is a 
good chance that accused as- 
sassin Lee Harvey Oswald 
(didn’t kill anybody.” Gurvich 

S id the evidence cleariy 
ints to Oswald. 

J GARRISON’S STAR witness 
jin the case against Shaw, 
jPerry Russo, said recently 
That he had been told by a 
National Broadcasting Co. 
representative that “NBC and 
the CIA wanted to get Gar- 
/rison.” The statement was 
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made by Russo in connection 
with an NBC documentary as- 
sailing the probe. 

Gurvich ridiculed the Russo 
statement yesterday. “Now 
tell me,” he said, ‘‘why should 
NBC and the CIA want to 
get Garrison?” 

Gurvich was asked if he 
thought Russo was a credible 
witness. “No comment,” he 
said. 

Gurvich displayed his great- 
est unease, Newsday said, 
over the status of Shaw. It 
was Gurvich who announced 
the arrest of Shaw March L 
Yesterday, Gurvich said he 
was anxious to see that “ev- 
eryone in the case is treated 
like a human being. I want to 
see Clay Shaw treated like a 
human being.” Asked if he 
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thought Shaw had been treat- 
ed that way, he said, “I didn’t 
arrest him. They (Garrison’s 
men) did.” 

THOUGH GURVICH knew 
nothing about the arrest, he 
was directed by Garrison to 
announce it. Gurvich said he 
was in Texas in connection 
with the investigation when he 
got a phone call from Gar- 
rison telling him of the ar- 
rest and summoning him to 
New Orleans. Gurvich said he 
had never questioned Shaw. 

He said in the Newsday in- 
terview that he had not seen 
Garrison in some time. “I 
come up here (to New York) 
and find he’s back in New Or- 
leans. He’s always traveling 
around somewhere,” Gurvich 



said. (Garrison was in Monti- 
cello, N. Y., last weekend.) 

He also said he Has not 
seen Garrison’s top assistant 
prosecutor, Charles Ward, 
who was in Nassau County 



to testify yesterday before the 
grand jury on organized gam- 
bling. Ward has been in New 
York since Tuesday. Gurvich 
said, “It just didn't work out” 
for them to get together while 



they were both in the area.” 
In his long discussion of the 
evidence in the Garrison in- 
vestigation, Gurvich said he 
had not read the Warren Com- 
mission report. 
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